A Conceptual Framework for Developing Recommendations for No-Harvest Buffers around In-Field Feces.
None of the 39 lettuce heads >2 m from the feces had detectable levels of E. coli. Thirteen (39%) of the 33 heads <2 m from the feces had detectable levels of E. coli. Odds of harvesting E. coli-contaminated lettuce decrease with distance from feces. Analyses provide a framework for estimating no-harvest buffers around in-field feces. Risk assessments are needed to set appropriate buffer zones for different regions.